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4th Expert Meeting: Transnational child protection.  
The role of judges, social services, and central authorities  



Law and Rights   

 United Kingdom Data Protection Law: 

 Data Protection Act 1998. 
Changes to legislation: There are outstanding changes not yet made by the 
legislation.gov.uk editorial team to Data Protection Act 1998. 



 
Information sharing, confidentiality and consent 

 
CHILD PROTECTION  

 

• Children's Social Care will accept a referral about a child regardless of 
whether consent has been given. 

 

• Children's Social Care will firstly assess the child to see if the child is in 
need (Section 17, Children Act 2004) of a service and or is in need of 
protection (Section 47, Children Act 2004). 

 

• Information must be collected from agencies who know the child for 
these decisions to be made and consent is not required for this 
activity. These are statutory requirements under the Children Act and thus 
covered by the Data Protection Act 1998, Schedules 2 and 3. 

 

• Consent is needed for a service to be offered. So where a child is clearly a 
“child in need” of a service then the first action for Children's Social Care 
must be to obtain consent, unless of course it has been obtained earlier in 
the process. 

 

• When a child is assessed as in need of protection then consent to 
share information between agencies remains desirable but is not 
essential. The safety of the child is paramount. 

 



Challenges  

• Complex Laws 

• Limited understanding the law 

• Fractured channels of communication 
between child protective  services  working  in 
different countries 

• Concern of  legal action against an 
organisation 

 



Child Protection 
Priority  

•Where there is a risk of 
harm ask for 
information and if 
asked for information 
share  

Consult 
•Agreed local and 
national procedures 
developed with partner 
agencies  
•Shared  operational 
priorities  
 

 

Options for Solutions  

International  
•Aligned international 
operational procedures 
based on common child 
protection procedures   

Training  
•Roles  and 
responsibilities 
•Simply defined triggers  
covering when and how  
to share information 


